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"When we afforded our countenance and
sanction to the missionaries who have from
time to time proceeded to India for the pur-
pose of propagating the Christian religion,
it was far from being in our contemplation
to add the influence of our authority to
any attempt they might make; for on the
contrary, we were perfectly aware that the
progress of real conversion would be
gradual and slow, arising more from a con-
viction of the purity of the principles of our
religion itself, and from the pious examples
of its teachers, than from any undue influ-
ence or from the exertions of authority which
are never to be resorted to in such cases."1

The missionaries, however, continued to
carry on agitation, and it was in 1813 and after
a heated debate that they got a resolution passed
in the committee of the House of Commons to
the effect that

"It is the duty of this country to promote
the interests and happiness of the native

1 Extract from Secret Despatch No. 3, from the Court
of Directors of the East India Company, of Sept. 7, 1808;
cited in 'Education in India by K. S. Vakil.